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DEAR SUPPORTERS AND INTERESTED PARTIES, 

In the last year we all had to get used to the new normal, 
but we are still “suffering on a high level” - we are well off! 
There are countless countries worldwide that are much more 
affected by the Corona pandemic or even people from the 
neighborhood who now have to live in poverty.
And so the committed CENIT employees never stop support-
ing people who need help. Great projects have been realized 
in 2020 – now presented in our annual report. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you, the initi-
ators and active people, from the bottom of our hearts.

Best regards,
Your CENIT Cares Team
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Deutsche Verkehrswacht e.V.

Heiko Obmann supported an initiative of 
Jenoptik via CENIT Cares. Jenoptik launched 
their social commitment project helping 
“Deutsche Verkehrswacht e.V.”. This non- 
profit organization educates children, youth, 
adults and seniors to be save on the road.

Traffic safety first could be a related motto 
for Heiko and this organization.

With around 60,000 volunteer members, the 
association takes care of avoiding accidents 
in traffic and thus protecting lives. The as-
sociation takes up the basic human need to 
be safe on all routes and arrive unharmed. 
The “Verkehrswacht” takes care of all road 
users, regardless of their age and how they are traveling. In particular, the extensive offers for children and  
adolescents should be emphasized here, like the support of school crossing guards, as many parents are unable 
to fully provide early road safety education.

» Thank you Heiko for helping our children to be safer. «

Reference: www.verkehrswacht-medien-service.de
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The husband of CENIT’s lawyer works as a doctor at the hospital  
in Kehl. Through him, Matthias Schmidt received the information 

from him that at the beginning of the pandemic, even in this  
hospital was a shortage of urgently needed protective items such 

as masks for their employees. When he heard about this prob-
lem, he spontaneously decided that CENIT should offer help.  

Therefore we ordered protection masks as a small donation to 
Kehl´s hospital.

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS

PROTECTIVE MASKS FOR ORTENAU KLINIKUM OFFENBURG-KEHL

»Thanks for this supportive idea Matthias.«



CENIT CARES ACTIONS 

As every year, the donations will benefit Stuttgart’s children 
and youth projects, some of which were even selected by the young 
people themselves. Beautiful projects, as always.

After the formalities, I had some thoughts: How do I approach the run 
tactically? At the beginning rather moderate start and then increase?  
Or rather run more, with the option of being able to take a rest day? 
The idea was to run a half-marathon every day, so that in the end there 
would be 500 km; but how long would I be able to keep this up, or was 
there even more possible?

On Thursday, 21 June at 2:00 pm the whole event started. I kept staring 
fidgety at the clock until it finally started. It was a very warm day from 
the start, a sweaty opening. And it would be three and a half exciting 
and challenging weeks, a passion, in a certain manner my personal way 
of St. James.

The individual runs usually took place in the early hours of the morning, 
even before work. From heat to cold, dryness, pouring rain, storms, joy 
and sorrow, dust and mud, everything was there. Literally an up and 
down, because the terrain here is hardly flat. It went through forests, 
over grass, past fields, with wonderful views, waters, always far away 
from roads. There were interesting animal sightings of all kinds, whether 
foxes, storks, hedgehogs, deer, and much more. And nature itself did 
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24 DAYS RUN FOR CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 

– a personal story by Steffen Wittmann – 

Actually, it would have been time for the tra-
ditional “24 hour run for children’s rights” 
again. But because of the current situation it 
could not take place this year. Since it is es-
pecially important to draw attention to chil-
dren’s rights in these times, the organizers 
came up with something special: the “24 
days run for children’s rights”. The principle 
was the same, you found a team or look for 
one, find a sponsor, and then run as much 
as you want in a private environment within 
these 24 days. In the end, the individual per-
formances inside the teams were added up. 
And a shirt was included as well.

This sounded exciting and challenging and 
finally became a matter of the heart. And so 
once again a team CENIT was at the start. At 
this point, I would like to thank for its support 
and the generous donation of 750 euros! With-
out the CENIT Cares campaign I would not have 
been able to do this in this manner. And above 
all, this amount will be able to do a lot of good! 



the rest, through wonderful sunrises, bird concerts, rising mists over lakes, cloud formations. It 
was also interesting to observe how the vegetation changed during this time. 

During all these days there was a regular route for me, which I sometimes ran in the opposite 
direction, and to which I could add additional laps if necessary. But in between there were also 
other tracks.

After some time it became clear that a rest day would not be necessary. Instead, it was possible  
to increase the distances without going too much to the limits. The tracks were not the problem, 
but rather the underground. Rough terrain took its toll, and so there were some days when I had  
to grit my teeth. But I got the pain under control again, giving up was never an option.

And so the days went by, no run was like the other. As a final stage I thought about a small high-
light: 40 km on a fitness trail, start at 5 o’clock, mostly rough gravel. And suddenly it happened 
very fast, the run was finished. The running clock confirmed it, but the head still needed some time 
to realize it: The 24 day race was over! But honestly, not so easy to suddenly get rid of this habit 
again.

The results exceeded the organizers’ expectations many times over: about 2300 participants 
ran about 180,000 kilometers! More than 4 times around the world. In the end, a well-round-
ed thing for me too. After 600 kilometers of running and 10,300 meters of altitude difference,  
I was able to look back on an incredible number of memories.

Many thanks CENIT! See you next time.

CENIT CARES ACTIONS 

»Thanks so much for your personal impressions! «
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CENIT CARES ACTIONS 

ASSOCIATION FOR CHILDREN WITH CANCER IN TÜBINGEN

As in previous years, Rudi Erath supported 
the association for children suffering from 
cancer. CENIT has contributed to this with 
a donation of 4,000 euros. The supported 
association gives families courage, help and 
hope. There is a “temporary home” where 
parents and families can find a place to  
stay during the strenuous clinical therapy. 
Psychosocial support or a wide range of 
care offers show further possibilities.
This year, many things are different from our 
common habbits and so Rudi was unfor-
tunately not able to deliver the donation 
personally this time.

GERMAN RED CROSS – “CORONA NOTHILFE”
During the Corona Lockdown the business unit 3DS-PLM has changed 
its classroom trainings to live online trainings. The trainings are con-
ducted by their certified trainers and participation is possible from 
any location. 

For many years now, CENIT has been engaged and we would like to 
continue also in the current challenging times. Therefore the busi-
ness unit 3DS-PLM decided to support the campaign #füreinander 
(~for each other) of the German Red Cross and a certain amount per 
registration for an online training was reserved for this social idea. 
The unit was happily able to donate 2.000 € to the German Red Cross 
(DRK) for the “Corona Nothilfe” (~ emergency aid) through this cam-
paign. 

The DRK “Corona Nothilfe” supports many great aid projects.

»Thanks you Rudi for your continous engagement.«

Reference: Förderverein für krebskranke Kinder Tübingen e.V.

 »Thanks for this great contribution in the name of CENIT Cares.«
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SEWING FOR KENYA - TUMAINI ISIOLO E.V.

The development association Tumaini Isiolo e.V., Hope for Kenya, supports several projects in the north of Kenya in 
and around the town of Isiolo.

Katrin and Jochen Heeskens lived and worked for three years (2009-2011) as development workers together with  
their three children in Isiolo. They want to use the existing contacts to offer direct and sustainable help. The as- 
sociation sees education as the main starting point for a long-term development opportunity for the local people.  
Above all, children and young people are supported.

Matthias and his wife are helping this association privately and this year CENIT Cares supported in addition. This is 
what Matthias Schmidt says about his personal motivation to get involved with Tumaini Isiolo e.V. in Kenya.  
“Due to the pandemic situation many incomes were lost in Kenya. My wife and I have supported the Tumaini Isiolo e.V. 
association for years. This year my wife sewed and sold mouth-nose-masks with her friend. What they earned was  
also donated to the association. To be able to support the people in Kenya even better, I asked CENIT Cares for help 
and so we were happy to be able to donate another 500 Euros.

Maybe one day we will be able to visit Kenya.”

CENIT CARES ACTIONS 

 »Thanks a lot for your  
         effort Matthias!«



8

PRIMARY SCHOOL IN MTWARA, TANZANIA 

– a personal story by Julius Bühre – 

In October/ November 2019, CENIT enabled me to fly to Tanzania/
Zanzibar for six weeks between the end of my studies and the start 
of my job entry. Through a non-profit organization, I was a soccer 
coach for street children and lived with a host family and actively 
participated in everyday African life. 

Besides all the beautiful things one associates with Africa, especial-
ly with Zanzibar, I also quickly got an impressive picture of the dark 
sides of the African continent. Next to all the white beaches, the tur-
quoise blue water, a disastrous infrastructure showed itself to me. Of 
course, one knows the pictures from television of mud roads, broken 
cars and half-finished houses. But when you sit in a cab minivan and 
get the mud from the road into the back of your knee through the 
rusted-through wheel well, it’s a different story.

Another enriching experience was how we Germans/Europeans are 
perceived. The image of Europeans is not always positive. People 
often remain in the role of the privileged tourist who is wealthy, but 
then still negotiating every penny. In the broad masses, however, 
people are very friendly, courteous and I was mostly welcomed with 
open arms. That’s how you experience it, that on the one hand you 
don’t get a ride from the cab, on the other hand the locals like to 
invite you for a drink. 

CENIT CARES ACTIONS 



9

Living with my host family, around my host father Hamisi, was  
inspiring and also made me a bit more humble. I slept in a bed made 
of wood, showered with rainwater, which was fed into the bathroom 
via a pump and a makeshift pipe system. The toilet formed a hole in 
the floor. The heart of the bungalow was the living room. With  
a table, several seats and colorful walls, it formed a cozy center  
of family life. There we all ate together, and were able to exchange 
ideas and get to know each other. 

One evening, Hamisi, who is originally from mainland Tanzania in 
Mtwara, told us how he perceives the work in the organization. He 
said that he enjoys it when German young people come again and 
again. He is happy about the cultural exchange and considers it es-
pecially enriching for his children. He also told me about his dream 
of one day moving back to his home village and building an elemen-
tary school there for four classes. 

Once I arrived in Germany, I thought about how I could support  
Hamisi in the future. Since my time in November 2019, I have kept in 
close contact with Hamisi. A few weeks before Corona, it was about 
the first stones for his elementary school. In addition to a craft  

CENIT CARES ACTIONS 

 »Thanks so much for your  
                       personal impressions!«

support, which I wanted to take over with  
a few friends, I then also looked for financial 
support. I am happy and proud that CENIT 
has contributed with 500€.

Corona also hits him and his family very hard. 
His salary is based on the number of young 
people who spend the night with him, so in our 
language: 0% fixed, 100% variable. Seasonal 
fluctuations he is used to, he says. Never- 
theless, Corona leads to a 100% decrease 
and thus to the loss of his entire income.  
After our last conversation, I still transferred 
money to him to be able to feed his family.

Nevertheless, Hamisi does not let himself 
be dissuaded from his dream and also starts 
2021 with confidence and hope. If Corona 
ever passes, I will make my way to Tanzania 
and support him in his construction.

Thank you “CENIT”.

Greetings Julius



CENIT Cares supported additionally various charitable organizations at 
the end of 2020, and CENIT employees co-decided which ones received 
donations. This is what we called our “International Donation Program 
2020”.

What happened? 
CENIT employees submitted their personal proposal for a CENIT end-
of-year donation by e-mail and described why they thought this orga-
nization, NGO etc. particularly is worthy of support. 

The steering committee decided on these projects to be supported 
by CENIT Cares and all were considered to receive 500 € per organi-
zation.
Let’s have a look which great ideas have been handed in and re- 
ceived a donation.

1. Misside Guinea e.V.: Construction of a medical vocational school 
especially for girls – nominated by Heike Müller

2. Regenzeit e.V.: From nature conservation to medical care for in- 
digenous forest settlements and school projects – nominated by 
Heike Müller

3. Primavera Help for Children in Need e.V.: To help children from 
the slums in developing and emerging countries – nominated by  
Jaswanth Singh Bahadur

4. Stiftung Kinder-Hospiz Sternenbrücke: For shining children’s eyes 
in hard times – nominated by Katja Deinis

5. KnowResolve: Prevents youth suicide in 
USA – nominated by Reinhard Stäbler

6. Plan International: Growing up healthy,  
educated and free of violence – nominated by 
Stefan Jamin

7. Schule für Menschen mit Seh- und Hör-
behinderungen in Suzhou, China: Support-
ing Kindergarten, an elementary school and  
a vocational school for children with visual  
and hearing impairments – nominated by 
Shuangwu Wang

8. Succow-Stiftung: Preservation of biodiversity 
and the protection of peatlands – nominated 
by Stephan Kugele

9. Arbeiterwohlfahrt: Humanistic Hospice Ser-
vice Stuttgart – nominated by Stephan Kugele

INTERNATIONAL DONATION PROGRAM

10. Verein Mercy Ships: Volunteer doctors, 
nurses, technicians work on the hospital ship 
Africa Mercy to help the weakest – nominated 
by Swetlana Isaak

11. Olgäle-Stiftung für das kranke Kind e.V.: 
pediatric hospital – nominated by Rudi Erath

12. SWR 1 Herzenssache: Meeting place un-
der Covid19 circumstances for „Kinderhospiz 
Sterntaler“, Dudenhofen – nominated by 
Kathrin Fischer

Special thanks to those who proposed an or-
ganization. You make the difference.

 »Thanks a lot to CENIT to 
        support those great ideas.«
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